Aurora City of LIghts: Gateway Program by Franco, Anna
This birdseye view of the Lake Street 
corridor presents the streetscape 
improvements identified in the Aurora 
Gateway Improvement Plan.
Gateway Features
IMPROVEMENT PLAN
AURORA GATEWAY
Street enhancements will improve the 
sidewalk network, landscaping in the me-
dian and street landscaping, and at inter-
sections and auto accessways. Since Lake 
Street is not a homogeneous street and 
contains various types of atmospheres as 
one travels north to south, the different 
“enhancements” will apply landscaping, 
sidewalk networks, and other improve-
ment unique to that section of the street.
Lake Street suffers problems that are com-
mon among many auto-centric corri-
dors. It lacks pedestrian appeal and 
safety, has a large percentage of ce-
ment covering, and supports land 
uses that cater to auto users. How-
ever, Lake Street is unique in that 
it offers the wonderful amenity of 
the Fox River and a large historic 
residential neighborhood. 
Below is a before and after cross sec-
tion at Northgate Shopping Center-
showing a sample of the new street-
scaping styles. The area is a largely 
cement dominated landscape with 
no sidewalks and almost zero green-
ery. The application of Enhancement 
A will add a 16 foot pedestrian zone 
complete with sidewalks, and land-
scaping to buffer the large parking 
lot.
Streetscape Enhancements
Planning Process
ST
RE
NG
TH
S
W
e
a
kne
sse
s
Opportunities
Th
re
at
s
Fo
x R
iver
Fo
x 
R
iv
e
r T
ra
il
Fo
x 
R
iv
e
r P
a
rk
 D
ist
ric
t
Pris
cos
’s Center
Tw
o
 e
st
a
b
lis
he
d
 re
ta
il c
en
te
rs
Pr
o
ve
na
 M
er
cy
 H
os
pit
al
M
em
or
y C
ar
e A
ssist
ant Li
ving
W
al
gr
ee
ns
C
a
rs
o
n
’s
The quality and appearance of the built en-
vironment leading into our community and 
neighborhoods can either enhance or dimin-
ish the way we feel about ourselves and about 
our neighborhoods and about our connections 
to one another. Additionally, these corridors 
greatly affect the way in which we are per-
ceived by our visitors. Our gateways must re-
flect the best of our community. The attention 
paid to them, and the beauty that results from 
that attention, will convey a powerful message 
about the strength of our pride in, and com-
mitment to, Aurora (from the Aurora Gateway 
Committee).
The program begins with Lake Street, a com-
mercial corridor parallel to the Fox River. It is 
desingated a gateway because it is a main en-
trypoint for visitors coming off I-88 and other  
river city residents.
LAKE STREET
Streetscape Enhancement A
Streetscape Enhancement B
Streetscape Enhancement C
Streetscape Enhancement D
Pace Bus Stop Improvement Planned
Major Intersection Improvement
Gateway Signage
Lake Street Directory
Gateway Sign Option A
Mayor’s Round-
table 
Established the 
Gateway Plan, 
beginning with 
Lake Street
Outreach
Five meetings 
with the Eco-
nomic Devel-
opment Sub-
commitee to 
determine vision
Existing 
Conditions 
Analysis
An analysis of 
the current 
condition of 
the Lake Street 
Corridor
Planning 
Influences
A look into po-
tential factors 
that will impact 
the future plan-
ning of the corri-
dor
Gateway and 
Streetscape 
Beautification 
Plan
Improvements 
that will en-
hance the exist-
ing character of 
Lake Street
Implementation
The actions that 
the City, residents, 
and business 
owners must un-
dertake to attain 
the plan’s desired 
goals
A program to enchant and excite residents and visitors alike at the 
entryway to the great “City of Lights.”
Existing Streetscape
Proposed Streetscape
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